
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



1 


^ 


!^Hli3m 


\ 


^P 


l3arvar& CoUcoe Xibrar^ 




FROM 


*H*io> 


..5.;1?j:!.^<j, 


,iyfi,t»*-.n**,<t* ,fl-i-» 1 1 ir TT-rr »l t»1- t t t + t 



1 



/ 

SPEECH 



/ 



OP 



i. HUDSON, OF MASSACHUSETTS, 



ON 



THE COST OF THE WAR 



^ND 



MNANCES 01 THE COUNTRY. 



DELITERED IN THE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES OP THE U. STATES, 

FEBRUARY 15, 1848. 



K 



WASHINGTON: 

FSINTSD BY J. ft O. 8. QIDEON. 

1848. 



=\ 



us ri'9g-(3 



!■ 




HAUVJ^RD C01U6I Ui»A»V 



exper 
15 



SPEECH. 



The Houte being in Committee of the Whole, and^having« under consideration the bill au- 
thorizing a loan not exceeding $16,000,000— '•«' ^ . -« ^M^mS' % i^wt^*-**- * • iJ 

Mr. HUDSON, of Massachusettsynext obtained the floor/ He said that the . 
present condition of our country^is^yrellt calculated to fill ? the mind with the 
most serious apprehensions. We are, said he, in tKe midst of a war — a war 
which a majority of this House hav^e^- declared 'to ''have been* * ^unnecessarily 
and unconstitutionally commenced by the Executive." War in itself is at all 
times a great calamity; but when it is commenced without just cause, and is 
prosecuted for the unholy purpose of "conquest, it becomes a crime of the deep- 
-est dye. Such, I am persuaded, is the "character of the war in which we are 
now engaged. It has already sent to a premature "grave' many thousands of 
our citizens, involved us in a heavy national^ debt, filled our people with a 
thirst for conquest, degraded us in the'- eyes of every civihzed nation, and 
brought us to a point where the consummatioifof our "^ambitious designs may 
prove the prelude of internal dissensions, more to be dreaded than foreign war 
itself. " '■ 

I shall not, at this time, Mr. Chairman, attempt an examination of the causes 
•of this unnatural, and, as I believe, iniquitous war; This has been done, anid 
ably done, by others. After the repeated exhibitions of the facts in the case, 
tbe question can hardly be considered an open one. It has been demonstrated, 
. again and again, that the Texas we annexed was revolutionary Texas, and 
•hence that, her boundary was marked by thie sword;* that*; she never extended 
. her jurisdiction beyond the immediate valley of the Nueces;^ that her claim to 
the Rio Grande was invalid, and that the resolutions of annexation regarded it 
as such, and reserved to the United States the right of settling the boundary 
wth Mexico; that Mexico had a custom-hoiSse at Santa Fe'and at Brasos San- 
>tiago, both upon the left bank of the Rio Grande, where our merchants and 
traders had long been in the habit of paying duties to the Mexican government; 
that two days after the passage of the resolutions of annexation. Congress passed 
-fua Act in relation to drawbacks, which recognised^^Santa Fe by name as a ^ex- 
f acan city, and that nine months subsequently tKie' Secretary of the Treasury in- 
• ibrmed the House that this, act allowing drawJ)acks*on foreign e^^orts to Santa 
iPtf, in Mexico, had gone into effect, and was beginning to produce the. most 
•Jiappy results; that we had a consul residing at Santa Fe, whpn our army was 
ordered into the country; that Mexico had not only civil but military posses- 
ition on the left baak of the Rio Grande"; that the Executive apprized General 
Taylor of that fact, and directed him not to disturb those permanent establish- 
ments, nor to interfere with the laws, religion, or usages of the people; in a 
word, that the whole valley of the I^io Grande, whether on the right or left 
bank of that river, was Mexican-^a Mexican population, speaking the Mexican 
language, with Mexican laws, Mexican customs, Mexican jurisdiction — as 
purely Mexican as the city of Mexico itself. These facts are fully sustained 
Ay the public records of this Government, known and read of all men. 

With a perfect knowledge of these facts, (for we cannot suppose the Preai- 
Jeot ignorant of his coimtry's history,) the Executive ordered our army into a , 
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territory to which we had no just title — a territory in possession of a natioa 
with which we were at peace; and there our forces, under the direction of the 
President, committed overt acts of war, by blockading the Rio Grande and 
charging the Mexican lines, before they had fired a gun or obstructed the move- 
ment of our army by force. Although the design of this war was at first con- 
cealed from the American people, the lite avowals of the President and his 
friends leave no doubt of its object. It was commenced, and is prosecuted, for 
the unholy purposejiof ]^conquest.*' I will not enlarge upon this point. A bare 
statement of the'^ ca se^s^uffi Sei^ injustice, to crown its authors with 

infamy, aiid create^Si9tiS^alari?f^8* fWtbreSst of every friend of our free in- 
stitutions.^ Jui l ^i l^h ot *pu^^;ft^ thi^s^(ganch>oftfthe« subj ect. Passing over the 
causes* of '^tne^w^T'arra ^^^or -whi^ch it is prosecuted, I wish ix> 

call the attentiprTof^theiiCommitte&fo.the'rfi embarrassments in which it 

has involved us. t, " / ^ . -^- HJC^ *V^*.V 

At the conimencem'^ntfof ^the*war,'&ur^nances,were in the most prosperous 
condition — there being a surplus of ten-Amillipns of dollars in the Treasury^ 
And now, after the war has been prosecuted some ^twenty months, we are oil 
the verge of bankruptcy. * We have consumed the ordinary revenue, exhausted 
the ten millions surplus, togetSer with a'loan or Treasury notes of thirty-three 
millions, and ate now called upon for*a grant of sixteen millions more, to sup- 
ply the wants of the Government during the present fiscal year; and this sum^ 
I am persuaded, will be ^bund^too small by eight or ten millions, as I shall en- 
deavor to show herelafter,* " So that,*when the war shall have continued twenty- 
five months'^ we shallf have expended, in addition to the accruing revenue^: 
some $68,00d,00(IL This is but a part of the burdens brought upon us by this 
unnecessary^war.^^ Ou? munitions of war, which have been accumulating for 
years in our arsenals, some" fifteen millions of dollars' worth of our public do- 
main given, or to be given, in bounty to our soldiers, and long lists of pensions 
. and pnvate claims growing out of the war — these should be taken into the ac- 
I count, and will go far in increasing the sum. ^ These are some of the pecuniary 
burdens which a weak and wicked Administration have wantonly brought upon, 
the people. ^ T t . . ^ 

War IS necessarily expensive," and is almost another name for oppressive tax-- 
ation. And I rejoice that it is so; itT)eafs the stamp of a preventive Provi- 
dence, and is calculated to awaken the people to a sense of their condition, and 
to induce a strict scrutiny into* the conduct of their rulers. I am glad that this- 
war has involved the Government in financial embarrassment, because the bur- 
dens of taxation may reach the grand sensorium of some men who, mad with 
ambition, and drunken with the idea of acquisition, seem insensible to thfe calls 
of justice and the pleadings* qf^humanity^.^^ And I ventXire to predict that, if the^j 
piairty now in poWer — the criminal authors of the war — ^had the manliness to* 
come forward and impose *taxes» sufficient to Support the war, and sustain thei 
credit of. the Government, the people would rise, in the majesty of their j 
strength, and hurl indignantly from power those ^ho have abused the trui 
which a confiding people have 'repose)^ in them. 

It is, Mr. Chairman, from a view 'of the documents which have been sul 
mitted, impossible, even to approximate the amount which has been wantonly] 
wasted in this war of aggression and conquest. The reports of the Secrei 
of the Treasury are so obscure, a^d his accounts are so confused, that it is 
ficult to understand them. There are some items, however, which are perfect- 
ly intelligible, and to these I wish to call the attention of the committee. I al- 
lude to the army expenditures; and when I speak of these, I do not include th« 
whole military establishment, but leave out of the account the armories, arsenalij 
/ortifications, Military Academy, and that part of the civil service which re« 
kites to the War Department. 



The expenditures for the army alone during the year ending June, 

1845, were - - - - ... $3,155,027 

During the year ending June 30, 1846 - - - - 7,454,577 

And during the year ending June 30, 1847 - - . - 33,882,068 

Here we perceive at once that the expenditures of the army, including vol- 
unteers, have, during the year ending June 30, 1847, exceeded the peace es- 
tablishment of the year ending June 30, 1845, $30,727,041; and for the pre- 
sent fiocal year the expenditure will be much greater. I am aware that the 
Secretary of War estimates the cost of the army, for the present fiscal year, at 
$27,798,448, being more than $6,000,000 les? than it was* hs<t year; and I am 
also aware that these estimates are, entitled to very 1 it tl*^ consideration. The 
Secretary last year estimated thfi cn^t af. llie :h my Jit ^iJ^^lS^^OdG^ which was 
$6,148,972 less than the. act usJ to.^t. AjhI haw w,is" thi^? What occasioned 
this increase of expe n d iture o^v *^i;^ tb^^ s t in j ; l i i : ^ wh] v h ^v i re n i n d e ^\ hen the 
year had nearly half passedfaw?y?^prhf SrciiiLiry wuiiki |>n>bi^bly tell you that 
the President, duriiig the List iKLlfof thfv.y< iii\ {islkd oul more voluriteers than 
had been anticip ate d, and Ll \ at C a n g r < ' :- s ci e ; 1 1 o t [ tin nvw r v gi n i e nts af te r the 
-estimates were f^nbraittedjliridthat tht r^i^ weiv ilio ruii:^f:s of tlir increased ex- 
penditures. I admit that this new forcti \vt>uti:l tiWuUow u[> tinj.extra $6,000,000; 
•but still, with this increased forcc^ tliekhmiorablc St crL'tary^ coines forward, at 
the commencement of this session,»with- an ^.cistiniatc for thc^ army for only 
$27,798,448, being but $6o,352.^more,thaii,the e:^tinJato of ^ last year, when it 
•was too small by $6,148, 972-' The ten re gi me nt^ iv hi c h w e re *cr e a te d , and the 
-additional volunteers called out,\could not hay e served, more than six, and most 
of them did not serve more than two or/three, months ;\and if this carried the 
expenditures from the $27,733,096- estimEited, np lo. $33,882,068, I cannot 
•conceive how this increasedforce, called into aerv^ice.dunng t^ie^war, and con- 
sequently serving during the-^whoie' of the present };t!ar,'^can be^supjjorlcd for 
$6,000,000 less than they were last year, when, they ^tnved but a short time. 
Besides, we have already been informed by the ExecLitivc department (see 
Executive document No. 2 and Miscellaneous doc u in en 1 JVo. 14, published by 
•order of this House) that the appropriations jof* the last winter, for the present 
•£scalyear, for the army^ were $14,014,635 too small, and that this additional 
:8Um must be provided for. And, yet, wilhtjictc facts staring, him in the face, the 
Secretary presents lis with an estimate for the army this ye aeries a by $6,083^620 
than the ascertained expenses fojy*lhe4ast year.^ J^othing short ot a disposition 
to conceal the real state of the Treasury, can account for estimates like these. 
By a report of the Adjutant General^^submitjed with the, Pret^ident'a message 
At the last session, it appeared that the 'Army y,in the ftM in Mexico amount- 
-ed, at that time, to 24,984; and* by his report. ssubmitted yith^the message 
this year, it appears that the army iiidkc fi€/<I in'M:^p^ico,umoi\nts to 43,536; a 
fact which will justify the conclusion, *t}iaijnste ad of the expt^nses of the army 
being $6,000,000 less than if' w^^liif^t'yeaf,. it will probably ^be $6,000,000 
more; showing the estimate to be $.12,000,000,ie;js.tli^n the probable expenditures. 

Thus far, Mr. Chah'man, I have ^confined myself .tg^the expenditures uf the 
dirmy alone; but if we look at iheAvhule expenditures of th^ Government, we 
shall come to the same result j viz., that the estimate^ ^ara. not at all reliable, 
being far below the actual expense.- ♦^he ascertained expenditures of the last 
year are set down by Mr. Walker «at $591,45 1^77 ;^while the estimate for the 
present year is $58,615,660; being $835,517 less than the actual expenditures 
of the last year. The improbability of this result will appear from the facts already 
stated. We have already seen that the army in the field the present year is = 
18,500 rank and file greater than it was last year; and there are now vacancies' 
amounting to more than 15,000 in the regular and volunteer forces, which the^ 
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President is authorized to fiH, and which he is now filling with all possible 
despatch. The Executive has informed us that they have Sready ascertained 
deficiencies in the different Departments, in the appropriations of the last ses- 
sion for the present fiscal year of $14,229,844. From every view we can 
take of the subject, I am satisfied that the estimates are from eight to ten mil- 
lions too low. It is dijflSicult and even impossible to estimate the expenses of a 
campaign ^ith perfect accuracy, but we have data before us sufficient to show 
that the estimates of the Departments, are not at all reliable. Though the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury estimates the total expenditure for the vear 1848 at 
$58,615,114, I have no doubt but that we may add $8,500,000 to this 
estimate with perfect s^etyj^biinging^ the total expenditures of the year up ta 
$67,100,000. JOrTtET^ol^ the Secretary of the 

Treasury Has over^fimateSTiis Tecgipia:^rie sets down his means for the year 
endmg Ju ne ^? > 'jj ^.^'l f^^^^ t ^^' ' 

Customs* ^^1^7^^ X' ' $31,000,0OOV 

Public ^^ry^^ j-tir.i.>JL.Jlii 'ir rfr infi..AL -.L ' ft * 3,500,000' 

Mi3ceUaneous^urc^t;;;jfll[ ' ' U' ^ d!? 400,000^ 



A 






,— ^ Ti.*:,^, $34,900,000 

No man^'^as^if .^epins to me, can examine* these estimated receipts without 
being satisfied tSiit*they aie exaggerated. ''* If ^ we compare them with the re- 
ceipts of preceding y^ar^, f>r if we incjiiire into the..amoimt of imports, we must 
perceive at once that tlie receipt of $31jO0O,(JO0 from customs is out of the 
question. To obtain thut revenue! we mu&t import for home consumption goods, 
wares, and inerchandise to the amourit of $180,840,021; which would be 
$68,806,632 n?Dre than the averae^e of the four preceding years. The average 
consumption onji'iports Ibr the years 1844, 1845, Und 1846, was $103,067,692;. 
the conaumptioTf Ibr the year 1847 was $138,534,4^0; hcltig $35,466,788 more 
than the average of the three preceding years, feeing, the imports for domestic 
con.su mption for the last year" were $35,46G,0(\0 above the former average, I 
am satisfied that^ the 'people cannot, in their present embarrassed condition, pay 
for an import of jfi 180,840,021; which wnuld be $42^305,541 more than was 
purchased last year, and $77,77^,:^2n more than the average of 1844,1845, 
and 1846, And yet this enormoutii importation must be made in order to give 
Mr, Walker hi^^3 1,000, 000 of revenue (ron^ customs. The principal reason 
why our imports were so large la^i year, was the famine in Europe, which en- 
abled us to send ah road $ 41,000,000 of bjeadstuffs and provisions more than 
during tl>e precediuf,^ year; but that cause has now passed away; and to infer that 
we can import $77,772,000 more'than the fLVcr^e of 1844, 1845, and 1846, now 
that the famine has ceased, because we imported $35,466,000 more than that 
average wliile^the famitie existed, shows ^a love of the marvellous hardly con- 
siKtent with fiiranciaL calculatioiK'^. ' ' " . 

1 [Relieve that the revenue from customs xannot' with any propriety be esti- 
mated above"$2*6T500,000 fo?tKiB*y^ar'1848;.and*to obtain that revenue we must 
import for home consumption $154,05j9,86lVjjvhich is more than $15,525,000- 
above the impofts'^f last yelar, and mpre ^lan jthe country can support. In 
estimating the revenue"1for the present year^I have taken the last year's imports 
and revenue as the basis, tKbughjthat basis is altogether too favorable to the 
Secrectary. Five-twelflhs^f the last year was under the tariff of 1842, where 
the rates of duty were from five to ten per cent higher than under the present 
tariff. So that, to realize the $31,000,000 estimated by the Secretary, we 
must in fact import a larger amount than I have stated; and the $26,500,000 
which I have set down as the amount to be received, would in fact require an 
import of more than the $154,059,000 already stated. But, as I wish to be upon 



the safe 4side<, I have chosen to adopt the ratio of the last year. If I am correct 
in my positions, $4,500,000 must be stricken from Mr. Walker's revenue from 
customs. 

He estimates the revenue from the public lands at $3,500,000, which I be- 
lieve is at least $1,500,000 more than can be realized from that source. The 
averajge income from the lands for the last three years has been $2,423,276, 
and there are causes which must operate unfavorably upon that branch of the 
revenue. By the act of February 11, 1847, it was provided that all soldiers 
•who have served twelve months in the Mexican war, or have b^en killed in 
battle, or have been discharged in consequence of sickness incurred in the ser- 
vice, shall receive one hundred and sixty acre^MaiA ; ' Q^^rip. td the amount 
of one hundred dollars. Some JS ^.^fe ^S^| J|^ Q^^^§^ ^*ve 

been discharged, .and these la nd wyrfs^l^jBf^BH b?^^^ nuihbers,' 

and these warrants wiU abSorb ^jBS^S B W frhf W ^ amTd so di- 

vert the proceeds of the sale sWffliraji'if HlBsWW 



latic^s, itxe balance-sheet at^^^n^fd f'H^||j 3^rj|^llfcbdlifTO^ 

The case would stand. thus$^HyWlW'>^jMM^^^ 

Expenditures above the estiSSSs ^^^j^ ^ ^ffj^^ *R« Kori (\(\a 

Revenue from customs les's than estimatgj^^|r yf^ 4,.500.00Q 

Revenue frwn.lands less'tlfei ^esti'mSe^?^!^!}; * j^ \^ ^ ^ ^^500.000 

Which sum of $14,500,000, addV<r to Mr. Wdlkor'.<'\'l*rr?ctcfj balance, would 
ftiake $23,^314,036 exce.^s'or":e>:|JtV[Klifiin^s ovi^r irif^'ims oh tlic*SOth of June 
next; and hence the loan, iTirhidiiii^^ $3,000,000 tn .-h.- . li'^frifrfftTTTrcamrv, 
should be $26,314,000 in^lf nd ot" ^16,000^000: ' ' *^ '^T^ ' ' * 

I regard this part of the j^ubje^t t^o inipLirtiiiiL tMt 1 inuil l^e^lSve to dwell 
upon it more in detail. 1 have atreatly ,'5h[jw]i Jhnt Ihr iin[><Miii(ioiiVror the last 
fiscal year, after deductiii g the ^^^xpr 5 1 1 ail ai i s , a r n o Li 1 1 b 1 1 f ■ > S 1 3 S , ; ) : j 4 , 4 S , and 
that this exceeded the averagp^^L the thrrc^ pnci dihj^ \^rdr> by ^:i^,4<j6,788. 
It must be manifest to every one arfpiamted'wilii the iaw> of trnde liidt our im- 
ports and exports for a se I'ie s of yft a r s n^ us t u (> ^ r 1 y \K\\\\i\ ( ( ' o .\ t h d t f i c i' . D uring 
the last fiscal year our exports of doimstlcpvoflaf is airtondff'fl tn $150,637,4645 
being $50,362,848 more than^the jfvenit^t^'ior tfir fhnir preceding^Msars. But 
this excess consisted almost e a tirdy oJ' broatkstuits ar}d pi^vi^IoA^and was* oe- 
casioned by the failu re of the r m ps 1 r i i\ b t n ? s t' i * \ 1 1 y | j a V t < > (' t f i e eaFi tefn con ti - 
nent. The Secretary himself inbn nir us thiit. IIk- I > rtM d s I h 1 1 >*Slti d*pro visions 
exported during the last year exceeds d the t.xport <jrifu^ soTiie 'artiJleHlfhe pre-■ 
cedingyea^ by $41,332,282. ThiJ^'lact coi]fiFrn> my ]jo:-iti[>n*th'at this large 
export arose from the failure of foreign < t. ip . TJ j i ^ i ■ \ l- i > ^ i ^^ f r'^of mer ex- 
ports consisted not only in the Increased <]iutntjt\. Imt ;dMf in li itT in c re as^ed 
price. But the improved harvest iri«3ijufope lias checked tlii,^ exporf; and we have 
no reason to expect that we shall be able to send i\ivih tbis yea r 'the same quan- 
tity; and the reduced price will ^^ly din^1§li|fl!e^^ueof * ouf ^ expoTtis. In 
the articles of cotttm and flour alonetthe reauction*of *pnce, eveh'if'the quan- 
tity were the same, would reduce our export %everarmiliiohs. ^ * . 

This European famine not only increased our exports,* a^d consequently our 
imports, but turned the balance of tra3g $12,102,984"in our favor? But nothing 
CAn be more fallacious than to reason frpnf'a siSpe year.* In 1837 we actually 
imported $4,280,000 worth of breadstuflTs j but it would be absurd to argue from 
that fact that we should continue to import that amount. Equally absurd is it 
to maintain that we shall send abroad $65,900,000 of provisions and breads 
fitufls annually, because we did during the past year, when the famine was so 
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largest amount from ordinary sources would be insuffici^it to meet the wants 
of the Government. The receipts from customs for the year 1847 have not 
only fallen off $3,060,252 from the average receipts of the three preceding 
years, but they have fallen $4,087,867 below the Secretary's own estimate, 
submitted to Congress in December, 1846. 

But it is hardly necessary to point out the blunders of the Secretary of the- 
Treasury, or to show that his estimates are entitled to very little consideration. 
Of this, however, we may be certain — ^that his estimates are always in con- 
formity with his preconceived opinions, an4 are designed to recommend his 
own visionary schemes. In his first annual report on the finances, to bring: 
the tariff of 1842 into di^icpute-v he estimated the revenue from customs for 
the yeiir ending June 30; 1^46; ut"$ 34,500; 000; but the result showed a nett 
revenue of $2tj,732,(j07; shuwint/ 1}] at tlit; Secret ary's estimate waa $2,212,- 
667 too low. But when he hiis hin own dur!i[i;i; system before him, there is 
ho danger of ermr rm t]w saiiii^ skIc ol^lhb qiKi-tion. At the opcaiiig of the 
last Congress^ be CatinrLiteJ t lie receipts fioni t^u^Loiiis for the year ending 
...^ .^ M ^ . ^. .. realized— the 

In ess for 
year, and 




''the*facfe^frgdljthese facts, the Sec- 
retary says: ^*The*new tariti'haa now been-* in-' ope ration more than twelve 
months, and has gftfatly^ augmented the revenue and prosperity of the country. 
The nett revenue from dutiea during'thc twelvemonlha ending the 1st of De- 
cember, 1847j Luiflcr the new 'taritr,'iti $31,500,000; be mg $8^528,596 morc^ 
than it was du ring the twelve"^ in on th a precedingj under the taritT of 1842." 
While this statement may be^true to 'the letter, it is nevertheless calculated to 
deceive the publicj ind h so manifestly cnjust that^T'lihouid hardly expect to 
see it presented a"? a basis of a settled principle iri.ii"%rave official document. 
The honorable Secrt^ary ronld hot have forgotten Thai,! in his first annual re- 
port to the 291 h C engross, he ^trongly recommended a ^eduction of duties, and 
this subject waw agitated lor months, he fore thc'paaJage of the act; that the bill 
was reported to the House as early as April 14^ and became a law July 30^ 
1846. Under these circumstance?, we know that ^the importers would natu- 
rally keep back their orders in expectation of the reduction of dutiee. In this 
manner the tariir of *184C> would operate to chec^i importations long before it 
became a law. ^ And when the bill was passed^ July 30, 1846, it contained an 
esqxress invitation to importers not to bring their goods into market until the re- 
ductiiMi had taken effect/ The 6th seetioti ol^ that act provide ti **that all 
goods, wares, and merchandise imported after'the passes of this act, and which 
may be in thepuhlir Uf'fr-^ f mike 2d daij of Becember uf^xiy [one day after the tariflT 
of 1846 went in1:Q ope?3tio n',]^Aa// be Mjecttb'no othqrrate of duty upon the en- 
try thereof thanifJtfiellSSrte W^e^impc^teci^re^edtivSly^ that day?\ Such wa» 
the provision of Ihe'larifF act itself; and it re^iiiips no financial wisdom to see 
that, during tfie'fouTmonths wHichlnteiyened between the passage (rf the act 
and the time when it went^nto operation, the entries of goods would be greatly 
reduced below the uSual standard.'^jj Our Jmejrchants would not exhibxt that 
sbrewdness which has always'been ascribed to them had they, not availed them- 
selves of this importunity of saying some eight *qr ten per cent on their impor- 
tations. They wodd delay their draersf or, if their vessels returned, tney 
would put their goods into the public stores, there to remain for a few weeks^ 
till the new tariff should take effect This would greatly reduce the imports or 
entrifis, and consequently the revenue, during the autumn of 1846, and throw 
into the faUowing quarter imports and revenue which did not properly belong 
4p it. The Secretary himself has furnished us evidence of this fact In one 
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of the tables appended to his report, which is valuable, ae it furnishes evidence 
to confute his own fallacies, he informs us that the reven\ie in the months of 
October and November, 1846, was only $1,688,480; while in October and No- 
bember, 1847, it amounted to $4,400,000; showing a balance in favor of the 
latter period of $2,711,520. This shows most conclusively that the goods 
which usually come into the country in the autumn were either kept back or 
were not brought into the market tiU after the 1st of December, when the re- 
duced duties took effect. It further appears, by the table of the Secretary,, 
that the importations, and, consequently, the revenue of the quarter ending 
September 30, 1846, were materially reduced by the passage of the tariff of 
July of that year. The revenue for that quarter was only $6,453, 826; while 
the average revenue for the ssftne" quirter^orithe4t\^o«preceding years was 
$9,867,825; showing a faUin|^ff!»6lJ^;713*999*fr3M*!he''a^age. This faU- 
ing off in the revenue of th'e<HJ^.tdSbefe|}ul*fer^and»f#^ October 

and November, 1846, canibdfec^dunfedirojj^nfttto^ther^riAS^ the effect 

ojf the tariff of that year.^^BPft^:Ad^et|With'these»facts>^^ 
dent of the United State s*,fend*his free-trade Secretary, caSfci>b'efore*the coun- 
try with a comparison ■bfffiiewyear'iendingvDecember ly 1846; -and the year 
ending December 1, 1847, *as c6ntaining'»a5*just;?illustration'»of*fcthe two tariff 
systems; a comparison5^herfaila«y,of«which''must be^ob^ious*^d* the most su~ 
perficial observer. |''ry^>'^ • : ^^-^ '•-••^ r m ot' ^v ^m^ •"•>-' 

I have already shown th'arywithian increased .importatft)!ft> of $35,466,788' 
above the average of the three*preceding years, tWe reve*nue'bf'1847 had fallen 
more than $3,000,000 below th^^average of those years ;fand' that" if the tariff 
of 1842 had been in operati^ri^Suring the year 1847,*^ with tlft'^feame importa-^ 
tions, we should hav^ reanked a nett revenueyrof more -thSttr*$36,000,000;^ 
showmg a loss by the tariff ^#1846 of )nore than $12,000,'000?" But the Sec- 
retary ascribes this incregtsrafemportation to the reduction*of ^duties: That the 
reduction of duties might ^odteribute in some small degree to*the increased im- 
portation, I am ready to^dnRt5**But that • this is the priifcipal^cause, no man 
acquainted with the subjefif^ah "believe for a single moment, j The simple fact 
that our increased export codViSfed^almost entirely of -^provisiOTi'^hows us the 
true cause of our augmented ftffpSrts*and exports; and, unless4he*tariff of 1846, 
had power over the season^ and actually scattered blight,<miildew; and famine 
from its wings, it had but^little^-to db«with our increased 'export for the last 
year. But, notwithstanding* t^ese plain and palpable*'fa'ctsi»i:lfd5 Secretary in- 
forms us that the export of dSffiestft producte, extelusive^of "gold'^and silver, 
in 1847, exceeded that of 1846^by^ore than K)rty-eight^ef »ceiltr; and he has 
given us a table carrying this iKcrease up to^lSSO^ at whidi*period our export 
will reach $488,445,056! ♦ I-^hsfire"* no 'disposition* to^distiftb*these' pleasing 
dreams of the honorable Secretary; 'but I believe thafrhe.ife^th'e'^nly man, even, 
in the present Administration, who would ^parade 'such'^iBibtfSry^speculaticma 
in an oflScial document. '**f&; ''*^ ' *'* A^^^< mi ^\ ^m^ } (fn* y ^ ■ ■--• 

I have, Mr. Chairman, th''Us^rviconfined*my self ^mainly*t8" the receipts and 
expenditures of the past &iS^^ski}t fiscal years^f*But,*as^'wts**afe*rfow called 
upon to provide for the nex*l • fiscaLyear, It may" be^ well" to*lodk*into futurity, 
and ascertain, as well as we m*ay7'w^nat*willfbfe the'probable^xpen foi: the: 

next year. We. have the estiiiiate^of'the •Secretary *of*the*Treasury, covering 
those of the different Departmentsy^'and^it selfms peculiarly fortunate that he i& 
able to reduce the expenditures very much Si^roportion to the increase of the 
force called out. We have already seen the actual expense for the year end-^ 
in^ June 30, 1847, and the estimated expenditures for 1848; and I will now 
call your attention to the estimates for the year endii^ June 30, 1849, and that 
they may be seen at a glance, I will place them togetner: 
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Actual expenditures for the year ending June 30, 1847, $59,451,177 

Estimated « « " " 1848, 58,615,660 

Estimated " « " " 1849, 55,644,941 

It will be seen that Mr. Walker's estimated expenditures are based on a slid- 
ing scale, similar to the British com laws, where the duty is reduced with the 
increase of the price. Our force in the field is constantly increasing; and yet 
our estimated expenditures are reduced from year. to year, the cost of the ser- 
vice for 1849 being $3,806,236 less than the actual expenditures for 1847, 
though the force is much greater. Such is the picture presented to us by the 
official documents. But every man who wiU take the trouble to examine the 
subject, will be satisfied that the,- estimate. for the^present and for the next fiscal 
year is altogether .too 1 aw. f T heTe , appe ars. to^ *be ^ a sy ste m ati c attempt on the 
part of the Executive department to. reduce, the. {^s^timates to the lowest possible 
point; ndtj how^ye^^a^fwould aeemj^^fr^ that the sum estima- 

ted wil^meet the wants^of the ^ervice5 bubjWitiy'a^kn^ledge that if greater ex- 
penses are incurrec^ Congress cannol refuse t*mal^pppropriationB to pay just 
debts. I speak a5 vise dly when I make tljls^mVks*^^ 

Agreeably tojaw^ and usage, theJ'officers'oLtne dnTcrent bureaus make out 
Jttheir estimates^foj the coming year^ alid submit th^jA*to the head of the Depart- 
ment. These estimates for the liext fiacalf^year have 'undergone an unusual 
degree of prbniiig. In confirmation of this^ 1 will rotate a fact which will illus- 
trate the principle J and show, the reliance whicli^may be placed upon the esti- 
mates. The Quartermaster General, on the 4th of November, submitted to the 
Secretary of Wiar.an"^ estimate of expenditures jn^, his department for the next 
fiscal year, Th^ Secretary returned the estimatesj mth a request that they be 
reduced* The Quartermaster"* General complies, with .his request, and on the 
15th of November submits his revised estij nates, saying he has made "con- 
siderable reductions,"' He saysj however, that his first estimates '^were made 
oiit from data derived from the experience of the last^year/' He then adds, 
•**wh ether these reductions be judicious, time jnust^etcrmine. I would not 
have ventured^topmakc them, but for the fact-^^tha^lwo sessions of Congress 
will have terminatcdi before the expiration jo£ the fiscal year for which the es- 
timates now^ submitted^ have been made, - ,The Hums asked for arrearages for 
the present fiscal year are not more, I am persuaded j than will be required." 

Here, sir, it>.w"iU be se^en that the, Quartermaster General, in his second esti- 
mateSj virtually admits that they are too. Iow>?r-lower than the service, in his 
opinioiij willjustifjf/ In fact, he-^^as so well -persuaded tbat his estimates were 
too low, that lie ^ajfs he v^^oM not have ventaretLlo make them, but for the fact 
that he could comejin atothe next session, and«ask. f^ additional appropriations. 
The Committee^f T^ars and Means, being, dqgirous of obtaining all the infor- 
mation requis^ite^^^.a iBroper^under^anding. of Ae* subject on which they were 
called to act, addre^|gdf a^c^ e^ to the %fl»5jtar^^^Jjfar, asking him for the ori- 



ginal estimat^oIjffiS'TjIffrt^^ the original estimates 

were sent .us,, w^e^o^nd.th^ it was literally. tri^Bdi^ ^^i^ made * 'consider- 

able reductions. ' ' *And iwhat* do you^^ppose^nMr. *Chairman, they were ? How 
much do you suppose was«»cut on«^ ^ liwilll^'teiljUiiPu: the modest little sum of 
^7,901,200! But h^ doesit,\m(fen?pfot^t,f^6cUring that he believes it will be 
wanted, as' he founded Ins esjtimatj^s upon^^l^pexperience of the last year. 

Again, sir: the Secretary^of th,e:rNa^ gu^s us an estimate of $10,905,558; 
*l)ut, after this estimate had been in the hands of the committee some six weeks, 
the Secretary of the Navy comes forward and informs us that we can reduce 
the estimate $1,500,000, without any detriment to the pubhc service. And 
what reason does the honorable Secretary offer in support of this reduction? 
What new discovery had he made? Why, he had discovered just what he 
must have known when he made his estimates — that certain unexpended bal- 
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Alices would come over from the last year. But would he reduce the actual 
expenditure by this means? Not in the least. It would show less on paper j; 
but, whether the $1,500,000 were drawn from the Treasury under the law of 
last year or this, the sum would be the same, and the means must be provided 
in the one case as much as in the other. 

I have stated these facts, not because I am opposed to reduction, but because 
I am opposed to imposition. I have stated them to show that there is a sjrste- 
matic attempt to make the appropriations as small as possible. I do not believe 
that reducing the appropriations will reduce the expenditures, on the whole, 
one mill. I am perfectly ^atisfiedj|thatg^h?re is a^g^at unwillingness on the 
part of the Executive to have'lh'fe^enormous^expelidij.ures'of this war known at 
the present time. But the »Presiderit-ddes; not wi^ ^kj^*^ behindhand in the 
good work of retreneihB^en^MS|bi'^|S^t4^ and 

consequently he com^^nnwii.d^^ off the paltry sum of 

$18,500 from the -gr^s-'nSde* toy the"' poor Indians j[f or' the purposes of 
education! In severalfof'^thett^eaties-.madetrwith tl^e different tribes, there 
is a provision that <ceriaini /sums. »shall|jbev, paid ^^ at the 

lure of the Presmefliifp^heir'^ediicatipJ^ The different 
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denominations of ChJistiari^jwho support their misslonauries^niong these tribes, 
have received from me'GBverhment a portionyof these* funds, which they ex- 
pend for schools amongHheltnbes j' and account to this Government for the man- "^^ 
ner in which it is expended. ^The Presbyterians, I am informed, expend two 
dollars of their own*m6n^,*^f6r purposes of *educatioii,j for every dollar they 
receive from the GovelFriiftent; ,the" Baptists expend about x)ne dollar of their 
funds for every dollar 'thej^ receive rfrom the public Treasury"; and the Metho- 
dists, who always act as'^oneers in every good enterprise, expend their money 
in aiding the GovernmeAt'tovinstruct these unfortunate children of the forest. 
And while these hej&ds^bfiii^eace and salvation are willing to spend and be 
spent in the glorious^'ifiiise^f'' civilizing the untutored savages, and opening to 
their dark and benigh'll!^ftfifhds-^the>glories of- immortali]ty^lj^.,President of the 
United States comes -fofyitrflj^and, taking. advantage. o^a.. clause in the treaties 
in which a confidence's "reposed in* him, -proposes to. strike out these small appro- 
priations granted to tHem*for'*a valuable consideration. The Executive of a 
people cafiing themselye% Christian, appears to be unwilling that the ministra- 
tion of life should be dispeBsed among the savages, m our* own country; he 
. wants the money to dispeiise 'the ^ministration of death ^among the savages in 
Mexico. He wants all'th^ resources of this country to convert, sword in hand^ 
the wretched hordes of MexiiJbJfnot to Christianity5 bui^p citizens of the Uni- 
ted States — a nation which^lias 'spread slaughter through* their country, and 
treated them, as they befieve^^With^^pthe.Vgreatesiy injustice. ."" ^ 

Here, Mr. Chairmanjlte-^^tiohi naturally^ arises,^wh]j the Administration 
wish at the present timy ^f redui^e th^'ap^propnatiOTis ?* TKeir motives are in 
their own breasts. I'ani'^sftisfied of the fact,, for' thqy Have revealed it; but 
they have not disclosed*the*?hotiveI ^ But, Be'iiig a Yankee, I shall claim the 




expenses of the w8f'BR)ught before the people 
tial contest. They know thatj^befdre \^ shall* assemble here again, that ques- 
tion will have been decided one way or the other, and that, at that time, they 
may safely come forward and ask us to appropriate, not fourteen millions of dol- 
lars to supply deficiencies, but thrice that sum. This is my solution of that ques- 
tion; and if any friend of the President on this floor thinks me uncharitable, I 
will ask him whether he had not a little rather that these heavy appropriations 
should be put off till the next session. I know he had. If he is frank and 
candid, he will admit it. 
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But, sir, all these artful attempts to blind the eyes of the people will not 
^avail. The note of alarm shall be sounded, and the people shall know the fraud 
that is attempted to be played off upon them. The estimates that are presented 
are beyond all question too low; and if this miserable war continues, we shall 
find it so. That we may see what demands the Administration are malting upon 
the tax-payers of this country, I will present a statement of what they ask, di- 
rectljr, and by implication. 

They ask us to appropriate certain specific sums, and these sums will involve 
others which are not specified; . and these incidental eiq^enses will increase 
with the continuance ofrthe w^r. jtThe/ldeficiencies for this year are already- 
ascertained to be more>^an $14,0,00,000^ and it will be perfectly safe to set 
^own the deficienciea^'for^the neKtijreaj^at^6,G00,000. The account, then, 
wiU stand thus:jk,JKvJ*,..^ . ^^Vfi ^^ "*■" 

Appropriations^ aske,d|for^4l(^^r. . j^ # . Iff> ^^f - $55,644,941 

Appropriations tol^upply deficiencie^for'this ye^^T - 14,220,040 

Deficiencies for. next-year ^ -,^ -^^l?#*- 16,000,000 

.-..^^^ ^ '-v . . .-■ ^•^-..fV- • $85,864,981 

Here we have|tdii;ect^.and tangible appropriations for.,$85,864,900 in round 

numbers. But this.is not all :• they ask us to gr^tthfem ten new regiments of 

regulars, which CjBLnn,ot,be. enlisted, transported fo^Me^co, and supported there 

for a year, judging fiojcv^thp expenses of the j>i6^short of $9,000,000. Then 

they ask for authgrit^to callput twenty regiments uf. volunteers, which, as it may 

in some degree sava^he expense of recruilJng, J wiUset^down at $17,500,000. If 

we ccMnply with the^-equest of the Executive j andgra^^'him all the force he asks, 

and this force should^ b.& called into service, £he acdouiit would stand as follows: 

Appropriations ast above - - / - ■ * - $85,864,981 

Ten new regiments , of regulars - « . -- 1?'^^..^, ' 9,000,000 

Twenty regiments of volunteers ^ - "* "**"- T" ; 17,500,000 
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.4^..' V ' ' *^'*1''*. * $112,364,981 

Here, sir, we have -Jhe round sum' of $112,Of^DyoOp,* and who will say that 
this statement is exag^rated? Let the whole" forBe^now asked for be called 
out, and let the regimentsrnow in the field be fi%d up, and every dollar of this 
fium will be required.,, There are^also several? sources of expenditure which 
liave not bee a taken -into this iiccountj and which will be constantly increasing. 
If we go on borrowing money j the interest on. the public debt will make no 
inconsiderable sum. > The 'pension list will be constantly increasing, and before 
the end of the year, the.mmie routs private claims for injuries sustained in and 
by the war will begin to come in, and the scrip wliich the discharged soldiers 
will receive instead of -.their l^ind bounty w HI be in^e character of a public 
"debt, on wh i ch i nte rest in us t , be p ai d . 'fhe e x h [in s t ed arse n als must be replen- 
ished, and a thonaand other chai'gerf incident to war must be taken into the 
account. The incidental cxpen.^ei^ of the Floritla uar, nor the war of 1812, 
nor even the war of th^Re volution, ai;e as yet aR ascertained j so some of the ex- 
penses of thiii MexicanjjWar^v^ill reiiiain unpuid fur half a century. 

And while these enormous appropriations are a.sked lar, and this vast amount 
IS to be expended in a foreign country , but very little reg^ard is paid to the inte- 
rests of our own, Wliilc the Executive is waiting millions to destroy property 
abroad, he denies to Congress the right of saving property at home; while he 
IS slaughtering Mexican soldiers, he will not allow us to save the lives of 
American seamen. When bills are passed to improve our harbors and rivers, 
to save the property of our citizens and the lives of our seamen, the President 
turns round and tells us that we have no right to improve our own country, or 
save the lives of our own people. 
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Now, sir, in vie^ 6t cmr present financial condition, what is the duty of the 
AdiAinistration? To go on borrowing money, and so entail upon our postierity 
a heavy national debt? No policy can be more unwise. Every generation, as 
far as possible, should bear its own burdens and pay its own debts. Our coun- 
try is amply able to support a war on any reasonable scale, and they will do it 
cheerfully, if they believe the war to be just and necessary. Why, then, do 
not the Administration come out at once and recommend taxation? . Our tariff 
can be so modified as to give ten or twelve millions of revenue more than we ate 
now receiving, and at the same time protect our own labor, stimulate our own 
industry, and develop our own resources. This is what every enlightened 
statesman would recommend. . And then we should impose a direct tax^ appor- 
tioned among the States agreeably to, the principles of , the Constitution. But, 
while our expenses are . increasing, the ^Administration, take no measures to 
increase our revenue; recpmmehd nothing but a paltry tax upon tea and coffee. 
And why do they pursue;* this narrow^ this^ cowardly policy? . The Democracy, 
in their conventions,4de^clare that j^ee trade and direct taxation are the basis of 
their theory. Why, then, do not the Administration come out and recommend 
direct taxes at once?J^Th^mpney will be needed.'^ Fifty/millions, in addition 
to all our ordinary revenue, will not be sufficient to carry us to the close of the 
next fiscal year. And why, I ask again, does not the President direct his fiscal 
agent, the Secretary of the. Treasury, to ask for a direct tax of $50,000,000? ^ 

The reason is obvious. • He knows that, the moment the people are called ^ 
upon in this manner to support the war, they will begin to inquire more fully 
into it& character, and the object for which it is prosecuted, and that such an 
inquiry would' end in his own condemnation. He knows, too, that those States 
which are the most clamorous for the war, would be totally unable to pay tiieir 
portion of the tax. I have apportioned fifty millions among the several States, j 
agreeably to the federal basis, which I will present to the committee : ' 

^ f^pporUonment of fifty millions upon the several States, agreeably to the constitutional basis, 

Maine. • .7 representatives $1,535,088 

Ntew Hampshire A do 877,193 

Vermont... 4. do 877,193 

Massachuisetts .10 do 2,19^,982 

Rhode Island .../.. 2 do 438,597 

Connecticut .4 .do 877,193 

. New York.. . i .. ♦ w .34. .... .do 7,456,140 

New Jersey, .5. . . 1 . .do 1,096,492 

Pennsylvania 24. do. -...,,.*.. 5,263,158 

Delaware \ . .do 219,298 

Maryland 6 .do. ....*'... 1,315,790 

Virginia ,,15 do.., 3,289,474 

North Carolina ,9,,,... do ;... 1,973,684 

South Carolina : . . . 7. , - - . -do 1,535,088 

Georgia 8. .... .do ,, ,?; 1,754,386 

Alabama .>, . . .7 . .do ;:. .:...:'.. r. .. . 1,535,088 

Mississippi 4. . - . - .do ; .V. 877,1^3 

Louisiana 4 do . 877,193 

Ohio \\,M\ do 4,605,263 

Kentucky :J0 do ...,........' 2,192,983 

Tennessee ^ ,11. , , , , ,do .-...,, ,^ ,, j* 2,412,280 

Indiana .10, -....do 2,192,983 

lUinois 7 do .^ 1,535,088 

Missouri 5 do 1,096,490 

Arkansas 1 do 219,298 

Michigan ..n. 3 do 657,895 

Florida l do 219,298 

Texas 2 do 438,597 

Iowa 2 do 438,597 

228 150,000,000 
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. How would the Democracy of the Keystone State be pleased with the idea 
<^ paying $5,263,000? Could they inscribe that upon their banners, and Cight 
as manfuJly as they did under the banner of "Polk, Dallas, and the Tariff of 
1842 ?'' What would the warlike gentleman from Maryland say to a tax of 
$1,315,000, in addition to the burdens they are now called to bear? What 
opinion of the war would be entertained by the good people of AHbama, if it 
was brought home to them by a tax of $1,535,000 in a single year? Illinois 
would not find it exactly convenient to pay $1,535,000, nor Indiana to pay 
$2,192,000, annually. The sum of $657,000 would, I apprehend, fall rather 
heavily upon Michigan, and $219,000 would remind Arkansas that the sinews 
of war were as troublesome as the war itself. The people of Texas would 
find the glory of the war a poor investment, when they were required to pay 
$438,000 as the purchase money. ^ I might mention Mississippi and Floriday 
and several other States J'upon' whom this tax would be rather oppressive; but, 
as they are clamorous for the war,''they ought to be willing to bear their share 
of the burden. Particularly^ should the Democracy of these States advocate 
direct taxation, because they are in favor of the war,* and of this mode of rais- 
ing the means. f^ 

But, Mr. Chairman J^ the fact is, that neither' the*" Adiijinistration, nor their 
friends upon this floor, dare recommend direct taxes. They know that the 
people in those States most clamorous for the war, would not sustain it for a 
single day, if they thought that they must come forward and pay their fair pro- 
portion of its burdens. If such a tax were imposed, we should be compelled 
to withdraw our army from Mexico, not only because we should not be able to 
support them there, but because they would be needed to suppress insurrec- 
tions which such a tax would produce. 

But this fact is a striking commentary upon the character of the war, and of 
the Administration which have wantonly involved us in it. The American 
people are not wanting in paifiotism. They stand ready at all times to sustain 
the Government in war, whatever may be the amount of taxes, provided they 

? believe the war to be just and necessary. The very fact that the Administra- 
N. ti(m dare not propose a direct tax, is a clear confession that they know the war 

\ is unpopular with the people. They know that they have plunged the nation 
into a war without just cause; and now they attempt to avoid the responsibility, 
and put off the day of reckoning, by throwing the burdens of this war upon 
^thpse that come after them. Our fathers bestowed upon us, their children, the 
frich inheritance of freedom; but the present Administration will, I fear, leave^ 
•to their successors nothing but tarnished honor , and a heavy national debt, 

■ ^.-^ -v ..■■;;.■■ ■ 
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